[Obstetric prevention of neonatal infections caused by group B beta-hemolytic Streptococcus].
While our understanding of Group B Streptococcal infections has progressed with impressive measure, their prevention has not been accompanied by an effective means. Chemoprophylaxis for selected colonized women at rupture of membranes or at onset of labour, enhances benefit and minimizes adverse effects. Two or more maternal risk factors are special circumstances for routine use of chemoprophylaxis in asymptomatic neonates. Immunoprophylaxis by IgG antibodies directed against the type-specific polysaccharide antigen of GBS may be provided by passive or active immunization. Hyperimmune i.v. globulins or vaccination of adult women with low levels of antibodies in their sera have been demonstrate to be protective in vivo.